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The above direction of the Prophet prohibiting women in
Ihram during Haj, from wearing hand gloves or putting on veils,
also go to suggest that the womenfolk were otherwise using them
at their common public appearances.
The law of Sharia, however, makes certain exceptions in
regard to the above general provisions of veiling or observing
purdah.
While the general rule is to cover the whole body the
exception is, ( laJc^^j^U^f ) that which appears by itself. It
suggests that a woman may expose her face out of necessity. This
exposure shall not be to display one's beauty but only for any work
necessitating such uncovering. For example, a woman may be
required to appear before a Judge in the capacity of a witness or a
party to the case. For medical treatment, she may be required to
get herself examined by a male Doctor. If her life is in danger on
account of her being caught in fire or drowning and in the saving of
her life, men-folk may have to catch hold of her and lift her out. In
all such cases the law permits a Muslim man and woman to set aside
the above-said general instructions of observing purdah.
(6)    Intermingling of the two sexes :
Free intermingling of the two sexes without any restriction in
Clubs, hotels and other social functions has created numerous social
problems specially in western countries. Edward Patey rightly
points out that free inteimingling of the two sexes is one of the factors
which creates premarital sex relations among unmarried young
people in the Western countries. He says:
"Boys and girls are thrown together into each others
company as never before. No longer does convention
protect the girl from the predatory male. She can
spend all evening with him in an empty house, go
cycling with him into the country, go youth hotelling or
butlineering with him in holidays, and few comments are
made within this free and easy atmosphere, natural sex